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i Disclosed is a circuit for automatic gain con- 
trol (AGC) of random access channels (RACH) 
and traffic channels in a radio system. The 
amplitude of the input signal (31) is detected 
(37) at an intermediate frequency (IF) stage, 
digitized (40), and coupled to . a digital signal 
processor (DSP) (41) which produces an AGC 
signal for reducing the gain (via 34,36) of the 
input when the input crosses a threshold value. 
For RACH bursts, the AGC signal tracks the 
input signal when it crosses the threshold and 
the AGC signal remains at a constant value for 
the remainder of the time slot unless and until 
the input increases a threshold amount over its 
previous highest value. For traffic channels, the 
DSP (41) will use the AGC signal from the RACH 
burst as an initial value and change the AGC 
signal only if the detected input is outside a 
predetermined range. 
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Background of the Invention 

This invention relates to time division multiple-ac- 
cess (TDMA) radiotelephone systems. 

In radiotelephone systems, such as TDMAmobile 
phone systems, automatic gain control (AGC) is 
needed in the base stations to adjust for variations in 
amplitude of the incoming radio signals. In most sys- 
tems, this is accomplished by detecting the signal at 
a baseband or intermediate frequency (IF) level and 
feeding it back to an attenuator at the IF portion of the 
station. (See, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 4,829,593 
which utilizes a feedback loop for AGC, and also em- 
ploys a feed forward portion to increase the dynamic 
range of a digital-to-analog converter.) While such an 
approach is generally adequate, certain systems, 
such as the Group Speciale Mobile (GSM), require a 
fast access time (generally less than 30 usee) and, 
therefore, a fast automatic gain control which cannot 
be easily achieved with standard feedback circuits. 
The problem is exacerbated by the fact that the burst 
for a random access channel (RACH) has a time in- 
terval (typically less than 325 jj.sec) which is less than 
a time slot interval (generally approximately 577 
u,sec) and can appear at various positions in the time 
slot. Thus, it is difficult to detect the presence of a 
RACH burst and still provide a fast AGC. 

Several proposals have been made to provide a 
fast AGC for time division multiplex access systems. 
For example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,184,349 suggests a 
combination of feedback and feed forward circuitry 
where the input signal is detected by producing a vol- 
tage proportional to the log of the amplitude. The re- 
sulting signal is digitized, and then applied to a control 
processor which adjusts a series of attenuators. The 
presence of a RACH burst is determined by the de- 
tected signal passing a certain threshold value. Euro- 
pean Patent Application No. 0 372 759 A2 discloses 
a circuit where the input is detected at an IF stage, 
digitized, and used to control a gate for passing an 
AGC signal in a feedback loop to an IF amplifier. 
Again, the presence of a RACH burst is determined 
by passing a threshold value. The AGC value estab- 
lished for a RACH burst is also used as a preliminary 
value for the traffic bursts. 

Summary of the Invention 

The invention is a circuit for providing automatic 
gain control in a radiotelephone system which re- 
ceives signals in a succession of time slots. The cir- 
cuit includes means for receiving an intermediate fre- 
quency input signal in an access time slot means for 
detecting the amplitude of the signal and means for 
converting the amplitude of the detected signal to a 
digital representation. 

The digital representation of the amplitude is cou- 
pled to means for providing an automatic gain control 



signal which is proportional to the amplitude of the de- 
tected signal only after the amplitude exceeds a first 
threshold level and which is kept at a first constant 
value until the end of the time slot unless the ampli- 

5 tude exceeds a second threshold level which is great- 
er than the first, at which time the control signal is 
held at a second constant value greater than the first. 
Means are also provided for coupling the automatic 
gain control signal to at least one attenuator in the 

10 path of the intermediate input frequency signal so as 
to adjust the gain of that signal in a feed forward loop. 

Brief Description of the Drawing 

15 These and other features of the invention are de- 

lineated in detail in the following description. In the 
drawing: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a random ac- 
cess burst and a traffic burst in a TDMA radiote- 
20 lephone system; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram of a circuit 
in accordance with an embodiment of the inven- 
tion; 

FIG. 3 illustrates various signal waveforms appli- 
25 cable to the circuit of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a magnified view of a portion of the wa- 
veforms of FIG. 3; and 

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating a portion of 
the operation of the invention. 
30 It will be appreciated that, for purposes of illustra- 

tion, these figures are not necessarily drawn to scale. 

Detailed Description 

35 FIG. 1 illustrates the data burst format for the ran- 

dom access channel (RACH) 10 and the traffic chan- 
nel (TCH) 20 in a GSM system. The duration of the 
time slot is illustrated by the vertical dashed lines and 
is approximately 577 jAsec. The RACH burst 10 typi- 

40 cally occurs at time slot zero of an 8-slot broadcast 
frame. After a duration for keying up to desired RF 
power (11), which is typically less than 30 jisec, the 
subscriber transmits 8 tail bits (12). It is during the in- 
terval of the tail bit section 1 2 that automatic gain con- 

45 trol (AGC) is effected. The tail section 12 is followed 
by a sequence of 41 synchronized bits in section 13. 
This section is used for clock recovery and to deter- 
mine propagation delay of the burst. The data section 
14 includes 36 bits of information about the user. The 

50 data section is followed by another tail bit section 1 5, 
this one having only 3 bits, and a duration 16 for key- 
ing down which is, again, less than 30 usee. 

The traffic burst 20 would normally occur in any 
of the time slots in the frame other than time slot zero. 

55 The traffic burst also includes an interval 21 for key- 
ing up, and a tail bit section, 22, which in this case is 
only 3 bits. Data sections 23 and 25 are each 58 bits 
and are separated by a training sequence, 24, con- 
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sisting of 26 bits which serve to determine distortion 
on the channel. The data is followed by another tail 
section, 26, and an interval, 27, for keying down. 

It will be noted that, while the traffic burst 20 fully 
occupies a time slot, the RACH burst is shorter (ap- 
proximately 325 usee) and can occur at any portion 
of the slot. This makes detection of the burst difficult. 
Also, AGC must be done in a fairly short period of time 
(30 usee for RACH). 

FIG. 2 illustrates a circuit for accomplishing AGC 
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. 
Conductor 31 couples an intermediate frequency (IF) 
signal which is representative of the radio frequency 
(RF) signal received by the base station. The conduc- 
tor 31 is coupled to a bandpass filter 32 which, in this 
example, passes a frequency of approximately 86 
MHz. The bandpass filter is coupled to an amplifier 
33. The output of amplifier 33 is split into two branch- 
es. One branch constitutes the main receive path for 
the signal and includes a first attenuator 34, an am- 
plifier 35, and a second attenuator 36. 

The second branch comprises the AGC feed for- 
ward path. This path includes a logarithmic (log) am- 
plifier 37. In this example, the log amplifier comprises 
a receiver integrated circuit, a crystal oscillator 38 op- 
erating at 96.7 MHz, and a 1 0.7 MHz filter 39. The log 
amplifier is coupled to an analog-to-digital (A/D) con- 
verter 40 which is, in turn, coupled to a digital signal 
processor (DSP) 41. The feed forward path is com- 
pleted by coupling the DSP 41 to the attenuators 34 
and 36 in the main receive path. The DSP 41 also re- 
ceives instructions from a microprocessor 42 located 
in a different portion of the base station. 

The operation of the circuit of FIG. 2 will now be 
described with further reference to the waveforms of 
FIGS. 3 and 4. FIG. 3 illustrates signals during a par- 
ticular time slot indicated by the vertical dashed lines. 

Conductor 31 of the circuit receives an input sig- 
nal of the type illustrated by waveform 50 during an 
access time slot. For purposes of illustration, the 
RACH burst 52 is shown preceded by a noise burst 
51. It will be appreciated that a noise burst may not 
be present, or, if present, can also occur after the 
RACH burst. 

The input signal is amplified by amplifier 33 and 
coupled to log amp 37. Log amp 37 reduces the fre- 
quency, in this example, to 10.7 MHz by generating a 
96.7 MHz signal from the crystal oscillator 38 and 
mixing it with the incoming 86 MHz signal from ampli- 
fier 33. The log amp then detects the root mean 
square (RMS) amplitude of the signal and produces 
an output signal which is proportional to the log of the 
amplitude of the input signal. A logarithmic response 
is desirable since the input signal can vary over a 
wide range (typically 90 dB). The detected signal is 
then digitized by analog-to-digital converter 40 and 
fed to the DSP 41. 

The DSP 41 examines the amplitude of the de- 



tected signal (illustrated by curve 53 prior to digitiza- 
tion) and produces an AGC signal (curve 54) in re- 
sponse to an increase in the detected signal above a 
first threshold (A1). The initial threshold is set based 
5 on the input signal level appropriate to provide maxi- 
mum gain and, in one example, is approximately -100 
dBm. This elevated AGC signal is sent to the attenu- 
ators 34 and 36 to reduce the gain in response to the 
detected signal from the first burst (noise burst 51). 

10 The AGC signal (curve 54) will then be held at the 

elevated level until the end of the time slot even when 
the burst 51 disappears, unless, as shown here, a 
second burst of sufficient amplitude (RACH burst 52) 
appears in the time slot. Specifically, the incoming 

15 burst would have to produce an amplitude in the de- 
tected signal (curve 53) which is some predetermined 
amount above the initial threshold (A1). Typically, the 
second or subsequent threshold (A2) would be twice 
the previous threshold. If the detected signal reaches 

20 the second or subsequent threshold, the DSP 41 ini- 
tiates a window timer, illustrated by curve 55 of FIG. 
4, which is set for a time corresponding to the rise 
time of a burst (typically 20 usee). While the timer is 
set, the DSP will track the amplitude of the detected 

25 signal with the AGC signal. The AGC signal will then 
be held to its peak value until the end of the time slot. 
(It will be noted that the window timer was also set, 
and the AGC tracked to the detected signal, when the 
noise burst appeared, but this was not illustrated 

30 since the amplitude of the detected signal above the 
first threshold was small.) 

It will be appreciated, therefore, that by holding 
the AGC signal at a peak value until an initial thresh- 
old is exceeded by a certain amount, the circuit of 

35 FIG. 3 can prevent small variations in the detected 
signal from altering the gain. By also utilizing the 
tracking window once the initial threshold signal is ex- 
ceeded by the predetermined amount, the final RACH 
burst amplitude can be accounted for by the AGC sig- 

40 nal. 

The peak value of the AGC signal achieved dur- 
ing a RACH burst can be used in establishing the AGC 
signal in later time slots where normal traffic bursts 
are received. As illustrated by the flow diagram of 

45 FIG. 5, when a traffic burst appears, step 60, the DSP 
uses the peak signal from the RACH burst as the ini- 
tial AGC signal value for the first traffic ti me slot (step 
61). The DSP then waits (step 62) and monitors the 
amplitude of the incoming signal for tail section 22 of 

50 the traffic channel burst as determined by the log 
amp 37 and A/D converter 40 (step 63). The DSP 
computes an AGC for the detected amplitude (step 
64) in the manner previously described and compares 
this computed AGC with the initial AGC signal deter- 

55 mined from the RACH burst (step 65). If the differ- 
ence falls within an allowable range, the initial AGC 
signal value from the RACH burst will continue to be 
used. If not, the newly computed AGC value will be 
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substituted in the next traffic time slot. 

These measurements and comparisons for the 
traffic bursts can be done at the beginning of every 
time slot if desired. 

The DSP is informed as to which time slots are 5 
allocated for RACH and traffic bursts by the micro- 
processor 42 which is typically located at some other 
area of the base station. 

Various modifications of the invention will be- 
come apparent to those skilled in the art. All such va- 10 
nations which basically rely on the teachings through 
which the invention has advanced the art are properly 
considered within the scope of the invention. 



Claims 

1. A circuit for providing automatic gain control in a 
radiotelephone system which receives signals in 
a succession of time slots, the circuit comprising: 20 

means (31) for receiving an intermediate 
frequency input signal in an access time slot; 

means (37) for detecting the amplitude of 
the input signal; 

means (40) for converting the amplitude of 25 
the detected signal to a digital representation; 

means (41) coupled to the converting 
means for providing an automatic gain control 
signal which is proportional to the amplitude of 
the detected signal; and 30 

means for coupling the automatic gain 
control signal to at least one attenuator (34) in the 
path of the intermediate inputfrequency signal so 
as to adjust the gain of that signal in a feed for- 
ward loop 35 

CHARACTERIZED IN THAT 

said automatic gain control means pro- 
vides a signal which is proportional to the ampli- 
tude of the detected signal only after the said am- 
plitude exceeds a first threshold level (A1 ) and is 40 
kept at a first constant value until the end of the 
access time slot unless the said amplitude ex- 
ceeds a second threshold level (A2) which is 
greater than the first threshold level and, in that 
event, the gain control signal is held at a second 45 
constant value greater than the first constant val- 
ue. 



4. The circuit according to claim 1 wherein the 
means for providing an automatic gain control 
signal comprises a digital signal processor (41). 

5. The circuit according to claim 1 wherein the sec- 
ond threshold level (A2) is set to at least twice the 
first threshold level (A1). 

6. The circuit according to claim 4 wherein the DSP 
triggers a window timer (55) in the event the first 
or second threshold level is exceeded, during 
which time the gain control signal is increased 
proportionally to the input signal, the timer being 
set for a time corresponding to the rise time of the 
input signal. 

7. The circuit according to claim 1 further compris- 
ing means (41 ) for comparing a second automatic 
gain control signal derived from an input signal 
from a subsequent traffic time slot with the auto- 
matic gain control signal value derived from the 
access time slot, and substituting the second au- 
tomatic gain control signal in the event that the 
difference between the two automatic gain con- 
trol signal values falls outside a predetermined 
range. 

8. The circuit according to claim 7 wherein the 
means for comparing is coupled to a micropro- 
cessor (42) in order to determine if the input sig- 
nal is from an access time slot or a traffic time 
slot. 



2. The circuit according to claim 1 wherein the 
means for detecting the amplitude comprises a so 
logarithmic amplifier (37) which produces an out- 
put signal proportional to the log of the amplitude 

of the input signal. 

3. The circuit according to claim 2 wherein the log- 55 
arithmic amplifier comprises a receiver circuit, a 
crystal oscillator (38), and a filter (39). 
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